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September 9, 2004

Get Yér Plants Ready, Mama!
They’re Going to A Show!

Ah! Fall is in the airl Cool crisp evenings. Leaves changing color. Birds migrati
across the sky. Pumpkins ripening on the vine...

WAIT A MINUTE!
[screechl!]

That ain't Fall in California! Fall in California means one thing and one thing only!

The upcoming

DIABLO VIEW ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW AND SALE!

for display, show registration

s for volunteers. Thank

ty much do the same tasks
rain Just sign up for the

be there's something you wish you
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No speaker’s dinner is scheduled. Please arrive between 7 and 7:30 to get
your plants arranged for the plant table.That way the meeting can start on

time.
- . 3
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Thanks bunches.

Next Board Meeting September 16, 2004

Alice Tomassini’s House

3 Woodside Court, Danville (925) 648-7667
(you can come too!)




Refreshment Corner Show /I Table Ribbons
Refreshments

1. Cot Ruby llove =Sharon Duffy = -
Renata Johnson, Linda Daraskavich, Shitley Kerr, 2. Paph Transvaal — Don Chiappon - W
Sharon Dufty, Marshall King and Kathy Ames 3. B/C Balinese Dancer — Barbara Tagtic y
4. Look What I bloomed!! Nonamy- Eileen
Beverages Jackson
Pam Wood and Jane Holcomb 5. Lamar Smith Medallion — Kefersteinialindneri

— Bernice Linder

Reca“%fi'om Last Month \

Last month we heard that Vandas are not as difficult
to grow as we thought. Look for the flatter leaves
that can absorb more light and hope for the best.
Personally, I am happy to get my Phal to bloom

casionally. The slides were beautiful and the
speaker informative and amusing. Add a nice piece
of cake, win a plant and meet with friends. What
ore could a person ask for?

Roy
UPCOMING EVENTS

Oct - Haiku Maui Orchids?
Nov - Glen Decker - Phrags and ma
kovachii

*-Pec - Xmas party
Jan 05 - Gavin McDonald on A rican specieé
Feb 05 - Ivan Portillo, Ecuagenera.

just liked this one! Roy




Shamelessly Stolen From the Internet

Q: Any ideas on proper Paph staking would be welcome. Thanks.

A: Well, how to stake the flower depends on several factors. If the plant is a complex| paph
Winston Churchill for instance it would be staked once the flower was completly open. You cut t
about 2 1/4 of an inch taller than the total height from the top of the mix to the bottom of th
portion of the pouch where it meets the meets the petals. Form a loop at the end and insert it
the pouch with a s],th* upward motion and at & same time insert the straight portion into thelmix to
support the stem. By doing it in this manner the flower is pushed slightly forward making a mo
dramatic presentation. When grooming complex paphs it is not unusual to place cotton balls behi
pouch fto flatten the petals. They are removed just before presenting them for judging or for us
orchid display at shows. In the case of primary hybrids, wait until near completely open, then simply
cut a length of wire about 1 inch shorter than the height between the top of the mix and the bottom of
_the pouch. Form a loop and put the stem into the loop and insert the straight section into the mix.

For multi-blooming paphs you can handle them much like with phals except you want to have a more
right posture rather than the sweeping presentation favoring phal spikes. Pick the center point of the
stem and put the stake in between the flowers much like you would stake phals. Hope this helps.

BTW: Grooming a paph does not violate any rules. In fact a multitude of awarded complex paphs would
either never get awarded or would have scored lower points had they not been groomed. One other
grooming frick is the use of adhesive tape to flatten petals but this requires a good bit of skill to
prevent damage to the flower. 2

| Preparing orchids for a show isn't ds. Us st a matter of cleaning the dust
| of f the leaves and making sure they a op aked acco the show rules. Each show has its
%wp rules, so the exhibitor s familiarize For example, the rules for the San
Francisco society's Pacific Orchid Exposition re be covered, plants staked with wooden
or bamboo stakes, and all wire hangers removed. iew Orchid Society follows those same
guidelines.

Let's go over ah‘s sal.

1) Whenever possible all dr
inflorescences should be cu

udobulb is shown. Old dried

2) Dried or blackened leaf tip.
(do not cut them bluntly, or ho

natural appearance to the leaf.

aves with milk in order to clean off hard water spots and give a natural sheen to the leaf.
Many people will use other products, like mayonnaise or the spray ‘Leaf Shine', but to my eye the slight
shine that oduces appears natural. Amazingly there actually is an AOS rule against an unnaturally
ids  exhibited for AOS awards.

4) Stake the inflorescence so that the flower presents itself to the viewer for maximum effect. Tall
inflorescences, such as oncidiums, should be staked erect, or as erect as possible. Cut the stake
(horizontally, so you don't poke your eye out) so it is not taller than the flower it 'is#ppor‘ring. Hide any
twist-tie ends out of the way, usually along the stake, so they don't stick out.




5) Tuck any tags or labels down into the pot out of sight.

6) Top off the plant with a layer of fresh bark, just so it looks freshl@!:_ed. It smells

7) Diseased or infested plants should not be displayed. %

themselves better when seen en masse and that makes the difference when it comes time for t
to consider the b%ﬂisplay in the show. Thakwh‘ere having a display full of clean, well-pres
plants (with lots and lots of ribbons) comes into play!

i
of cour"g rules are made to be broken. If I had to err it would be on the side of having the be
prese}\'raﬂon as possible for the plant. Who hasn't found that oncidium spike smashed up against the
greenhouse glass, such that upright staking would show the individual flowers in disarray. By all means
e the inflorescence arching gracefully in that situation. If you have no time to desheath pseudobulbs,
its best to leave them alone rather than do a botched job of it. If staking masdevallia blooms with
boo stakes would yield a plant that looked more like a pincushion than an orchid, then either don't
take them or (gasp) use metal supports. Use your best judgment.

Two other helpful hints:

Put your name on the pot. I usually write on masking ta
and one on the side. You never know whicl :

and place one label on the bottom of the pot

Make a master list of the orchids
loaned in the first place, and wha
e that's what we're deali

ounds like a no brainer, but in my
fr'om one second to the next what

I'm doing or where I'm supp put into the society display. So I give
a list to the setup group. This ite ' cards and enter orchids for ribbon

Jjudgingwithout actually havu 'in han g aded illegible tags. And I keep a
copy of the lis mes the show. If you've ever torn

down a display you know the t boxes, or sent home with

the wrong owners, so this one an find out who went
home with my prize Paph. 5

- NoOT!
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Announcements

The Diablo View Orchid Society is having its 2" annual Fall Show h,qles on Satu
16, 2004 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on Sunday, October 17, 2004 from 10:00 a.m
p-m.. The event will be at the Pleasant Hill Community Center, 320 Civic Drive,,Pleasant Hil
Besides the beautiful array of blooming exotic orchids on display, there will be numerous ven
their plants. We will also have raffle plants, a plant doctor to offer advice and on both days,
have potting and culture demonstrations at 10:00a:m., 12 noon and 2:00 p.m..

From the San J oﬁ#hrea, take 680 north To‘gncord. Exit at Willow Pass Road, turn left hea
and as you cross through Contra Costa Blvd., the name changes to Taylor Blvd.. Go pass the n
light qrﬁ Civic Drive will be just a bit furthur up on the right side. If you've driven up to the
stoplight after Contra Costa Blvd., you've gone too far.

west

F['o‘m Sacramento to Fairfield, take 80 west to the 680 San Jose exit and go over the Benicia Bridge to
Concord. Exit at Willow Pass Road, turn right heading west and as you cross through Contra Costa
Blvd., the name changes to Taylor Blvd.. 6o pass the next stop light and Civic Drive will be just a bit
rthur up on the right side. If you've driven up to the second stoplight after Contra Costa Blvd.,
you've gone too far.

From the Bay Area, take 80 east to the 24 Concord exit. Continue on 24 east then 680 north to

Concord. Exit at Willow Pass Road, turn left heading west and as you cross through Contra Costa Blvd.,
the name changes to Taylor Blvd.. Go pass the next light and Civic Drive will be just a bit furthur
up on the right side. If you've driven up he after Contra Costa Blvd., you've gone
b, too far. '

“‘h':', A Hope to see you at our board me
k‘%:w of this organization.

%

%A'al}alo!!!!!

that are helpful to the success

T
D & D Flowers will have 04 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. f
There will be lots of masde d specie divisions at great P
prices. There will be lots o '

, fun and food. —

About a quar?e.?of a mile before
statuary and Spanish Town, a

e beyond the left side of the house
he first greenhouse to tl'l right.

Orchid Forum of Sacramento Annual Show and Sale
September 18 and 19, 2004
Sacramento Garden and Arts Center
3330 McKinley Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95816
Saturday 10:30 to 6:30, Sunday 11:00 to 5:00.
Free Admission!

Driving from the north or sot
down town Half Moon Bay, yc
small arts and craft complex.
over the bridge and up into the greenhouse complex. D%
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Local Vendotrs

Livermore
“The Orchid Ra
“Fordyce Orc

Danville
“Commercial Plant Services”
David & Alice Tomassini
586 El Capitan Drive
(925) 648-7667
atomassini@aol.com




