
at Our nex¥ meeting Wednesday, Dec. 14th  

Speaker’s Dinner will be at 5:30 at the Sichuan Fortune House, 41 Woodsworth Ln. 
in Pleasant Hill. 
Everyone is welcome to attend and meet our speaker before the meeting. If you 
can join us, please call George McRae at (510) 233-7374 to be included in the res-
ervation.

Diablo View Orchid Societ®

 Next Meeting:

Wed. Dec. 14th

Christmas Party at:
Shadelands Arts Ctr.

Set-up 6:30
Party 7:00-9:00

 

www.DVOS.org       501(c)(3) cor�oration

At  our nex¥ meeting Dec 14th
It’s time for our annual 

Christmas Potluck party!
Your “ticket” for entrance is a two-part aff air! 

First, you need to bring a side dish, salad or dessert, 
                              enough for 8, according to the alphabetized

 schedule on  Page 4. 
Second, bring a gift  orchid or orchid related item (something 

that you’d like to receive yourself) for the Annual Gift  Exchange. 
Make sure any plants are bug free.  

The Christ�as Potluck  begins at 7:00 PM (Set-up 6:30)
at the  Shadelands  Ar¥s Center,                                                                                                               

111 N. Wiget at Yg�acio Valley Road,  Walnut Creek.     
(directions on P. 5-6)     



Kathy Barrett and Dennis Olivas were our speakers in November

Dec. 2011 Diablo View Orchid Societ®

 The DVOS holiday lecture series for the 
month of  November was presented by Dennis 
Olivas and Kathy Barrett.  New members were 
treated to two of  our most knowledgeable and 
entertaining speakers talking about the basics 
of  growing orchids, otherwise known as Or-
chids 101.
   Orchids originally evolved from lily’s and 
are found on all  the continents of  the world 
except Antarctica.  The orchid plants are most-
ly epiphytes, meaning they don’t need soil to 
grow in. They have roots that are hard and can 
be touched without damaging the root hairs. 
This is because most orchid roots don’t have 
root hairs. Instead of  root hairs, most orchid 
roots are covered with a white substance 
called velamen. Velamen serves two purposes 
for the orchid; it grabs on to surfaces to sup-
port the orchid it absorbs water to hydrate the 
plant.

The Amazing Dennis demonst¢ates how to 
levitate your orchids
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  Water is very important to the success-
ful growth of  your orchid. When you water your 
orchid you need to water in the morning, not at 
night.  Watering late in the day or at night does 
not allow the plant to dry off. An orchid that is 
cold and wet will rot or get a bacterial infec-
tion.  If  you do notice a part of  your orchid that 
has some rot forming, you’ll want to cut it off  
then sprinkle the cut with cinnamon. Cinnamon 
is a natural anti-bacterial/fungal agent.  When it 
comes time to fertilize your orchid, you’ll want 
to follow the rule of  “weakly, weekly”. In other 
words, use a dilute
solution of  any fertilizer (1/4 teaspoon per gallon) once a week. This will prevent the fertilizer 
from burning the foliage and still provide plenty of  nutrient for strong growth. As to which type 
of  fertilizer to use , Dennis and Kathy both agree that it does not matter. Any balanced fertil-
izer will work. 12-12-12 or 20-20-20. All will provide the adequate nutrients for strong growth 
and blooms.  Lastly, don’t over water your orchids .  More are plants are lost from over-watering 
than under-watering.
   Thank you Dennis and Kathy for kicking off  our holiday lecture series. We look forward 
to seeing all our new members at the Christmas party December 14th and at the next regular 
meeting on January 12, 2012.       - Brad Piini

Dec. 2011
Diablo View Orchid Societ®

Kathy sees the light (assisted by Tom)
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Ken plants all of his Masdevallias and Draculas in Sphagnum moss. The plants love this media.  80% of his Masdeval-
lia collection is planted in 3 inch clay pots with two styrofoam peanuts in the bottom and the rest sphagnum moss. The 

sphagnum moss will require repotting every year to keep the media fresh.
  Masdevallias and Draculas are not heavy feeders. Ken uses 1 tsp. Dynagrow growth formula mixed with 1 tsp. Maxi-
sea for the micronutients along with 2 drops of Super Thrive diluted in 2 gallons of water.  Once a week he will foliar 
feed his orchids (sprays the fertilizer on the leaves only). If it is very hot or very cold, Ken suspends the feeding for 

another week.
  Ken then listed some suppliers of Masdevallias and Draculas that he has used.

  For plants:  Hawk Hill in Pacifi ca, Columbia Co. in Pacifi ca, JLOrchids in Conneticut, and Hill Gardens in Oregon. For 
supplies he uses Kelly’s Corner in Maine and Orcheata owned by Tom Perlite.

  Ken concluded his lecture  with slides of his home growing conditions. Ken’s orchids extend from his front porch to 
the backyard and into the greenhouse. He showed numerous ways to increase  the amount of orchids you can put into 

a limited amount of space.  Using bars, poles, chains, and shelves, Ken is able to squeeze more orchids into every 
available space. Only a Black Hole, in outer space, is packed more densely than Ken’s orchid collection .  The night 

was full of good ideas, which I’m sure Ken will be happy to share with you. Thanks again Ken for sharing some of your 
secrets of sucess.

Ken plants all of his Masdevallias and Draculas in Sphagnum moss. The plants love this media.  80% of his Masdeval-
lia collection is planted in 3 inch clay pots with two styrofoam peanuts in the bottom and the rest sphagnum moss. The 

sphagnum moss will require repotting every year to keep the media fresh.
  Masdevallias and Draculas are not heavy feeders. Ken uses 1 tsp. Dynagrow growth formula mixed with 1 tsp. Maxi-
sea for the micronutients along with 2 drops of Super Thrive diluted in 2 gallons of water.  Once a week he will foliar 
feed his orchids (sprays the fertilizer on the leaves only). If it is very hot or very cold, Ken suspends the feeding for 

another week.
  Ken then listed some suppliers of Masdevallias and Draculas that he has used.

We need ever®one’s help to set-up, r§n, and take-down the show. 

Dec. 2011

4

Diablo View Orchid Societ®

Food assig�ments:  
   A-H   desser¥

I-O     salad
    P-Z    hot dish 

NO GLITTER 

Bring a gift  
orchid or orchid 

related item 
(something that 
you’d like to re-
ceive yourself) 
for the Annual 
Gift  Exchange. 
Make sure any 
plants are bug 

free.  

NO GLITTER

Christmas Party

Set-up 6:30 - Dinner 7:00
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111 Nor¥h
 Wiget Lane
 at Yg�acio
 Valley Rd.

Walnut
 Creek  
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FROM  OAKLAND,  BERKELEY
     Highway 24 east exiting left onto Highway 680 north. Take the Ygnacio Valley Rd. exit and 
go 1.1 mi to the light. Turn right on Ygnacio Valley Rd.and go 2.9 mi. Turn left on North Wiget 

Ln. and go 0.1 mi. The Shadelands Arts Center parking lot is on the left.

FROM SACRAMENTO, CONCORD,  PLEASANT HILL
Highway 680 south to Exit 48 Treat Blvd/Geary Rd. Take exit and continue 0.3 mi. to the light. 

Turn left on N. Main and go 0.2 mi. to Geary Rd and turn left.  Go for 1.1 mi. on Geary Rd/
Treat Blvd to Bancroft Rd and turn right. Go 0.7 mi. to Ygnacio Valley Rd and turn left. Go 0.7 
miles to North Wiget Ln. Turn left on North Wiget and go 0.1 mi. The Shadelands Arts Center 

parking lot is on the left.

FROM SAN JOSE,  DANVILLE,  ALAMO
Highway 680 north to South Main St. off  ramp. Stay on South Main  0.5 mi. to  Newell. Turn 

right on Newell and go 0.2 mi. to stop light. Turn left on Broadway and go 0.7 mi. to Civic Dr. 
Turn right on Civic and go 0.3 mi. Turn right on Ygnacio Valley Rd. and  go 2.5 mi. Turn left on 

North Wiget Ln.and go 0.1 mi. The Shadelands Arts Center parking lot is on the left.

Directions to SHADELANDS Ar¥s Center
111 Nor¥h Wiget Lane at Yg�acio Valley Rd.  
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I am in the process of shist ing my business Š om ceramics to orchids and am clos-
ing out all poŴ er® stock on hand. I am discounting all stock 30% off  of the marked 
prices. This is for both fi rst and second qualit® work. Since seconds are already dis-
counted 50%, they are now 65% off  of the reg§lar price. If you can't make it that 
day, don't wor¢®, the poŴ er® will be open on Sat§rdays Š om 11 am to 4 pm and by 
appoint�ent at other times through December 17th
and possibly longer. If you want to make an appoint�ent or have any questions, you 
can contact me. 

30% Discount Sale

Sat§rdays Š om 11 AM - 4 PM through December 17th

PoŴ er® by Mar�i Turkel

Contact: Mar�i Turkel 707-328-5973        Stony Point Ceramic Desig� 
2080 Llano Road Suite 1B Santa Rosa, www.mar�it§rkel.com

brassia Cb i
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Aer. biloba

Angcm. LongiscoŴ 

Membership News
courtesy of  Ulrike Ahlborn, 

Membership Chair
membership@dvos.org

We start 2012 with 139 members

2012 Dues are now due 
General Members $20

Commercial Members $25
Lifetime Members $300

If  you are unable to receive the newsletter 
by email and need a B&W copy mailed to 
you, there is an additional $10 charge for 

copying and postage.
New Member/ Renewal application:

www.dvos.org/About/membersh.htm

If  you joined at our Show in November
you do not owe for 2012



Upcoming Speakers and Events

ReŠ eshments for the Januar® 
Meeting will be provided by 

the Board

Blc. Chance the Chance

Jan. 28-29:   Peninsula Orchid Society Show &   
   Sale (see P. 13) 

Winners of the Show and Tell plants:
 2011

Advanced :   Ken Cook with 26 pts

Inter�ediate:  Renate Johnson with 12 pts   
   The r§nner up is Brian   
   Wraxall with 11 pts  
   plus 1 pt for Lancer Smith

Novice:   Miki Ichiyanagi with 11 pts

Dec 10-11:    Bud Seagraves Sale (see P.11)\
Dec.14:     DVOS Christmas Party
      Note: this is a Wednesday
Jan 12:      DVOS meeting: Steve Beckendorf  
Jan 16:      The next board meeting will be  
       held at the home of  Brian and  
       Joan Wraxall

Dec. 2011 Diablo View Orchid Societ® 9
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        Visit: Diablo View Orchid Society
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Diablo-View-Orchid-Society/179662375396031

Galeandra 
devoniana

Plants

=97  Hawk Hill Orchids, 
Pacifi ca, CA

=97  Colombianorchidim-
ports.com

Plants

=97  Hawk Hill Orchids, Pacifi ca, CA

=97  Colombianorchidimports.com

=97  Golden Gate Orchids, So. SFO, CA

=97  Mountain Orchids, VT

=97  J&L Orchids, CT

=97  Ecuagenera, Ecuador

=20

Supplies

=97  Golden Gate Orchids - Orchiata=20

=97  Calwest Tropical Supply- Tree fern, wire hangers, 
wooden baskets, spha=

gnum

Plants

=97  Hawk Hill Orchids, 
Pacifi ca, CA

=97  Colombianorchidim-
ports.com

Plants

=97  Hawk Hill Orchids, 
Pacifi ca, CA

=97  Colombianorchidim-
ports.com

AOS Cor�er    By Lynn Fuller AOS Cor�er    By Lynn Fuller          affi li-
ated_societies@aos.org
Now that Summer is behind us, let’s hope the weather calms down so we can all enjoy the upcoming orchid 
show season.  Some of you are starting to hold their meetings again aft er a summer hiatus.  Th e AOS has had 
a busy summer as well.  Th ere are new novice culture sheets for most of the more popular orchids.  If you are 
a member of AOS and have not already registered for access to the new website Members’ Only, I hope you 
do it soon.  One major diff erence in the new website is that it may be translated into a multitude of foreign 
languages.  Th e translation is done with a drop down menu on the left  hand top portion of the site.  Also, the 
site is continually being populated with up-to-date orchid information.   In addition, there is a new member’s 
profi le where you can renew your membership, change your mailing address or email information and man-
age your AQ+ subscription.   Plus, each month, Ron McHatton produces a fabulous electronic newsletter 
fi lled with all kinds of orchid culture information.   If you are already an AOS member and not receiving no-
tifi cations of these monthly newsletters, AOS does not have your email address.  To be added to the distribu-
tion list, send your email address along with your full name to Terri Rivera at trivera@aos.org.  Please note:  
if you are having diffi  culties signing into the ‘Members Only’ section, it may be that your prior registration is 
no longer valid.  With the new website, each member must renew their registration.  Instructions for doing 
so are on the home page of AOS.  
You will also fi nd a tab on the home page about the Myrtle Head Savanna Conservation Committee project.  
It is up and running and donations are being made.  You can read more about this joint project with Nature 
Conservancy in the August Orchids as well as the website.  If you or your society has funds for conservation, 
please consider this worthwhile project.  It certainly deserves all our support and it would be great if AOS 
could reach its monetary goal soon.  If you are unable to make an online donation on the AOS webpage, you 
may send a contribution by check to AOS.  Just make sure to note on the check that it is for the Myrtle Head 
Savanna Project so you receive proper recognition. 
All my arrangements for attending the AOS Fall Members’ meeting in San Antonio are made.  Th e Alamo 
Orchid Society has put together a wonderful meeting and I look forward to being there.  It runs from Oc-
tober 25 – 30 and has a great line up of speakers and vendors.  In addition to Trustee and Committee meet-
ings, the traditional Affi  liated Societies breakfast will be held and I hope to see some of you there.  Check 
out the Alamo Orchid Society website at www.alamoorchidsociety.com for registration or more information. 
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Awards DVOS Sept.
 Novice
 1st Pot. Mem. Mario Lanza #3 x 

Blc. Murray Spencer     Miki Ichiyanagi                                                                                                                                       
          2nd  C. intermedia v. amethystina  x   Blc. Morning Glory  ‘Mary  
  Putnam’       Judith Johnson
 3rd Brassia hybrid    Marcia Hart
   
 Inte rmediate
 1st Blc. Chance the Chance  Tom Pickford
 2nd C. Olivetensis        Tom Pickford
     
 Advanced
 1st Aerangis biloba   Sue Davis
 2nd Masd. macura      George McRae    
 3rd Paph. (primulinum x Golden Liz)   Cheryl Phillipson
 
 Lancer Smith (species/under 6”)
 C. (syn. Sophronitis) coccinea  Ted McClellan   

 

Paph. primulinum x Golden Liz
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New Club Pin

Many years ago DVOS 
had a Society pin. The 
DVOS Board has de-
cided to issue a new 
pin to honor Frank 
Fordyce.The pin fea-

New Club Pin

Many years ago DVOS had a Society pin. The DVOS 
Board has decided to issue a new pin to honor Frank 

. LongscoŴ 

Bulb. medusae
Bulb. medusae

Dec. 2011 Diablo View Orchid Societ® 11

C. inter�edia v. amethystina x            
Bl.  Mor�ing Glor® ‘Mar® Put�am’

Pot. Mem. Mario Lanza #3 x       
Blc. Mur¢ay Spencer

Bud Segraves’ Orchid Sale 

After Bud Segraves, a long time member and past president of    

 many orchid societies in Northern California, a good friend of  us      

  passed away; Bud’s family decide to sell his orchids which is one 

of  the best orchid collection in the Bay Area. There are Species 

& Hybrids, large Flowers of   Cattleyas, Laelias, specially Laelia 

Pupuratas, Vandas, Phalaenopsis, others… and many in spikes   

  Cymbidiums, Zygos, Australian Dendrobiums (outdoors growing) 

will be available.

Please save the weekend 

of  December 10th & 11th 

to visit Bud’s green house 

to buy some orchid gifts for 

friends and yourself.

Bud’s greenhouse Address:

115 Lu Ray Drive

Los Gatos, CA 95032
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AT THE CHRISTMAS PARTY

WE WILL VOTE ON THE 

BOARD MEMBER SLATE FOR 2012
PRESIDENT:   GEORGE MCRAE

VICE PRESIDENT:   KATHY BARRETT

SECRETARY:   RODNEY KLINE

TREASURER:   BRIAN WRAXALL

BOARD MEMBERS:    BRAD PIINI

                                MEG CROSBY

                                PARKY PARKISON

                                JAMIE WASSON

                                EILEEN JACKSON
Masd. macura

C. (Sophronitis) coccinea
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C. Olivetensis

$50 goes to the best decorated 
Christ�as Orchid at our 

Christ�as Par¥®

Dec. 2011
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Peninsula Orchid Society 
Show and Sale

Community Activities Building, 1400 Roos-
evelt Ave,  Redwood City -  10 AM  to 5 PM 
both days - orchid show,  presentations and 
demonstrations, member sales area, and 
vendor sales area.  Adult admission only $5.  
Seniors, disabled, and children 12-16 admit-
ted for $3.  Parking is free.
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 AOS Awards   Kathie Barrett          

 
11/2/2011 - Sacramento
 
Aerangis biloba ‘Missy’s Angel’, CCE 91
species, exhibited by Sue Davis
 
Stanhopea connata ‘Joan’, HCC 75
species, exhibited by Howard Gunn 



President: Liz Charlton
Immediate Past President:     Eileen Jackson
Vice-President:    George McRae
Treasurer:     Brian Wraxall
Secretary:     Rodney Kline
Board Members:     Brad Piini, Karen Piini, 
        Ken Cook, Jamie Wasson, Parky Parkison

Membership: Ulrike Ahlborn  membership@dvos.org
Newsletter:    Jamie Wasson, Liz Charlton 
    dvosnews@gmail.com
Webmaster:    Nick Doe, Ulrike Ahlborn  
    webmaster@dvos.org
Greenhouse Tours:  Parky Parkison
Refreshments:   vacant  
Raffles and Sales:  Rita Tischler, Judith Johnson
Equipment and Lights:  Dave Tomassini
Librarian:   Phyllis Arthur
AOS Representative:  Dennis Olivas
Orchid Digest Representative:  Brian Wraxall
SFOS Show Chairman:  Brad Piini
DVOS Show Chairman: Liz Charlton

DVOS Offi  cers 2011
Commercial Members

Commercial Plant Services
David & Alice Tomassini, 3 Woodside Ct., 
Danville, (925) 736-7630
atomassini@aol.com

White Oak Orchids, Inc.
Sales and Boarding, 1204 Linda Mar Blve., 
(650) 355-8767
www.whiteoakorchids.com

California Orchids
Mary Nisbet, 515 Aspen Rd.
 Bolinas, (415) 868-0203
www.californiaorchids.com
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